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Rantings and Ravings from a fevered mind 
under the hot summer sun... 


Watching the numerous levies burst and 
flood this great land of ours has given me an 
errie feeling of things to come...Imagine if 
you would, your comic shop, swelling, 
bloating and finally exploding, a torrent of 
ink and newsprint spilling out all over the 
streets. With the amount of books coming 
out in the next couple of months, it’s not too 
far fetched. Just you wait, kid. 


Chicago, where we happen to be located, 
has drastically cut back funding for pest 
control. As a result, the rat population has 
grown by leaps and bounds. The vermin 
have taken over our streets at night! No one 
is safe from these beady-eyed little butchers! 
My advise is carry a B-B pistol, and don’t be 

~ afraid to use it. They're killers, plain and 
simple. 


Does anybody really care that Superman’s 
back? 


If you had a solar powered house, and say, 
some vampire came in and was gonna put 
the bite on you, and you clapped on the 
lights, would it burn up, screaming in agony 
and cursing technology? I think it would. 


Quick, name The President’s Supreme Court 
nomination. Hint: it’s a woman. 


How do you write a scary mummy story? 


Now that there is a renewed interest in 

“horror comics, will the industry support 
independent publishers like ourselves who 
are truly dedicated to the genre? Probably 
not as long as the majors continue to offer 
flaming skulls on bikes or fanged spandex 
masquerading as true horror. No, the 
support job falls squarely on your shoulders 
as readers. Which, by the way, I think it 
should. Let’s keep the corporate types out of 
this. 


Stay sick. 


HYPE FILE*HYPE FILE*HYPE FILE 


Summer's here, it’s hot, and you have a lot more money burning 
holes in your pockets. Don’t be a lame brain and waste it on 
stupid comics, try some of this stuff, which is really cool 
and will make you a much better person in the long run...TUNES 
¢ Come-"Eleven Eleven”-(Matador): This is so slow and so 
painful it’s like listening to someone die, but in a good way. 
Angry, edgey rythyms punch out on this one and propel guitars 
that are just to beaten down to scream. They do wail, loudly, 
I might ad. Nobody’s made a blues record like this in a long, 
long time. Wherever Robert Johnson is, he’s tappin’ his foot, 
and hummin’ along. Pain Teens-"Destroy Me Lover”-(Trance 
Syndicate): More psycho-billy-delica from Texas, the state 
Satan vacations in. This is one crazy, scraping, itching, 
swollen nightmare, made by people who genuinely know what it 
is to be mean. The smell of Jack Daniels and gasoline are all 
over this, along with nasty, sorrowful moans of future 
regrets. It's so beautiful, it made me cry. Surgery-"Trim, 
Ninth Ward Highrollers”-(Amphetamine Reptile): What a trip. 
I'm young again. I’m in Grade School. I have this friend, and 
he’s got an older brother who's in High School. Me and my 
friend, we go over his house, and his brother and all of his 
friends are down in the basement. It’s where they hang out, 
drinking Boone’s Farm Wine and smoking. Now, I've been taught 
that smoking’s not good for you, that it‘’1l] stunt your growth, 
but these guys all smoke, and they're pretty big. They see us, 
and just start beating the crap out of us for no other reason 
than that they can. I swear to God, this is what they were 
listening to, only now one of them is singing it. Singing, 
driving his elbo into my spine, and laughing. Unsane-“Singles 
89-92”"-(Matador): First, look at the cover. That’s one bloody 
bathtub. Next, flip it over. That’s some kind of bloody stall 
where a toilet used to be, only it’s not there anymore. Now 
stick the recording on your hi-fi set. Look at the back cover 
again. See that crusty, caked, grimey little hole in the 
ground with all that blood around it? That’s where the music 
is coming from. Cool. ZINES ¢ Deths Oogly Hed: Kinda wow 
horror film review mag, aimed directly at you and your video 
store. This issue spotlights the editorial staff's unabased 
love for Hammer Films, along with Roger Corman’s A.1.P.'s Poe 
films. Not high on the production value scale, but its’ a 
first issue, so it’s bound to be worth something someday. Want 
it? Send $20.00 for a 4 issue subscription C/O Darin Wood, 
6000 Valley Vale Way, Sacremento, Ca. 95823. Murder Can Be Fun 
#15: This one took long enough to role off the presses-~It is, 
however, very timely indeed, considering the ammount of press 
that cults have been generating as of late. This issue 
spotlights indepth the absolutely sinister cult of Mormon, 
those uninhibited God-psychos. Child kidnapping, wanton 
murder, gang-style execution, incest, bloody atonement, it’s 
all here, but then, what else could you expect from a religion 
founded by an outlaw? Plus, a Post Office killing update! 
Hotdog! This is not to be missed. Only $1.50 to John Marr, 
P.O. Box 640111, San Francisco, Ca. 94109, and this can be 
yours. Mention the Hype File with your order, just so we're happy. 
Got anything you want others to know about? Send it right now! 
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CHAPTER 4: THE SICK LAUGHING OF SNAKES 
Frank Gomez: Words - Kyle Hotz: Pictures 


THIS COESN'T SEEM 
TO HAVE WORKED OUT 
LIKE I FIGURED IT WOLILD.,, 


MISSED SOME- 
THING... BETTER GO 
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MYM MY, ARE WE STILL 
HUNGRY @ THAT'S IT. MY 
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EAT YOU COMPLETELY 
AWAY. JUST FIGURAT- 
NIVELY SPEAKING, OF 
COURSE. 


ITS REAL, 
ISN'T (TZ IT'S NOT 


JUST A DREAM! IT'S... 


IT'S INSIDE. MBu 


NOU'Ve JUST 
REFUSEDTO AD- 
MIT IT TO Youre- 
SELF, UNTILNOW. 
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HERE FOREVER. 
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THE VAMPIRE SAGA WITH THE 
HEAVY METAL SOUNDTRACK. 


WRITTEN BY EISNER AWARD 
NOMINEE 
RAFAEL NIEVES 


| 
ArT BY Horror's LATEST SCA 


Kyte Hotz 


COVERS BY 
MASTER OF THE MACABRE 


KELLEY JONES 


NORTHSTAR HAS REINVENTED THE 
VAMPIRE MYTH. WE'VE STRIPPED AWAY 
THE GOTHIC TRAPPINGS OF 
ARISTOCRACY AND ROMANCE TO GET] 
TO THE STILL-BEATING HEART OF THE 
QUESTION: WHAT'S IT LIKE BEING AN 
UNDEAD COWBOY IN URBAN 
AMERICA? COLD BLOODED IS HAILE 

AS ONE OF THE MOST EXCITIN 

HORROR SERIES TO DEBUT IN RECEN 
MEMORY. IF YOU HAVEN'T TRIED IT. 
YOU'RE MISSING THE ROCK AND ROL 

RIDE OF YOUR LIFE. 


| KOBTHSTAR 


\ /, KA The New standard in shock Horror. 


BANNED IN AUSTRALIA Hard to believe, isn't it? Artist Steve Carter, AKA "Carnage" is banned from doing his own horrific visions of the future in his 
native land. This is work that we absolutely had to give a forum to. Steve, along with writer Dave deVries, have a vision of a brutal, corrupt future, that 
really isn't to far gore from our history. This stuff pisses-people off. Enjoy, and remember, the more things change, the more they remain the same. 


de Vries 


Script by 
David 
de Vries 
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4 THE PLANET NENIS/S, 
27 COLONY OF THE 

KENNIDY GALACTIC 

PROVINCE. 


Art by 
Steve 
Carter 
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KILLED BY MATEK... AS 
CAN SEE BY THE WOUNC. 


THERE IS MORE To 
THIS THAN THE a 
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HAVE. BEEN 
4 AN MAES OUTSIDE 


HA HA... COME, COM 
Now... YOU KNOW HO 
THE LOCAL MAKI LIKE |! 
TO INVENT STORIES. No] 
OFFENSE COMMANDER. 

BUT IT'S IN THEIR BLOOL. | 
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T-SHIRTS? 
NORTHSTAR'S 
ON YOUR BACK’ 


CB1- FULL y TESS r Those wicked, wicked 
ONT : “ss @ Northstar boys are at it again, 
: ali vying for your smart 
consumer dollar by offering 
these two handsome T's, 
featuring some of our best- 
loathed characters; get the 
Slash werewolf (drawn by hot 
young thing Adam 
McDaniel), or the cover to 
the runaway hit of the 90's, 
Cold Blooded #1, by Kelley 
Jones. These are the kind of 
shirts you'll want to be 
caught undead in! 


100% HEAVYWEIGHT 
COTTON IN BLACK (OF 


COURSE) 
SLASH1-WHITE 2 STYLES 
IMAGE ON 
FRONT, SLASH 
LOGO IN WHITE 3 SIZES (L, XL, XXL) 
ON BACK Si5.08 


CUT THIS OUT...BUT WATCH YOUR FINGERS 
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SLASH 1 SIZE: LL Cx CI xxt |The New style 
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ENTIRELY COM— 

FORTABLE WITH 
THIS ARRANGEMENT, 

YOUR HOLINESS. , 


LOOK, 
SHANUS, LT 
DIDN'T INVENT 
ANY OF THIS, 
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| MISEROTH-- THE 
WORLP SLAYER ! THE 
BONE BREAKER, 
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UNPERSTAND 
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LET THE HISTORIANS WORK [= 
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WELCOME, 
BOY, WELCOME TO 
YOUR VACATION JL! 


SAY, THAT WASN'T 
X VIRGIN BLOOP! BILIAL : 
SAID IT WOULD BE 
S-  VIRGIN BLOOD... 
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NO WONDER 

YOUR SERMONS HAVE 
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THREE Issue MINI-SERIES 


WRITTEN BY FRANK GOMEZ 


ART BY THE HOTTEST NEWCOMER 


IN COMICS, ADAM MCDANIEL 
AVAILABLE IN TWO VERSIONS: 


STANDARD COMIC & FOIL-EMBOSSED 


PRESTIGE FORMAT, COMPLETE WITH A 
FULL-COLOR, CENTERSPREAD POSTER 
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meone has stolen Satans sacred 
eS 


Obssydian Blade, | 
cle and bad attitude known as 
th. And hes related. and hes got a girlfriend | 
and she's stolen the knife from hi 


BOUND FOR GLORY, 


STRAPPED FOR CASH, § 
FIT TO BE TIED EROTICA 
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Those naughty boys at 

¥ AIDS NED BL & Northstar are at it again, 
Tay 7 |Vmad yi bringing you the nastiest 
ae PKK EST ___ pin-up chicks in comics, 
7 with ON YOUR KNEES!, 

f _ featuring the twisted 
talents of Tony Akins, Kyle 
_ Hotz, Andy Dimitt, W.C. 
Carani, Phil Moy, Jeff Moy, 
Rich Longmore, Neil Trais 

and more! Lick one up 
today. 


32 Painful Pages, 
Black and White 
$2.50 


BUY IT NOW, DOG 
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The New Standard in shock Horror 


whey 
NORTHSTAR 


Dear Editor, 
Once again, I'm amazed at 
the quality of your comics. 
Slash #4 was by far the 
best of the bunch, even 
without the much 
anticipated (by me at least) 
"Zeitgeist". Whatever 
happened to that, anyway? 
"The Hunting” was 
great! | sat down and read 
all three chapters at once 
(after waiting a while for 
Slash #4, hint hint), and 
found it to be a very 
rewarding read. None of it 
felt gratuitous, except for 
perhaps the girl, with her 
barely covered breasts. | 
thought that to be a bit 
much. | know that sounds 
prudish, but | feel that it 
was unnecessary in the 
context of the whole story. 
By the way, why did she 
(the female werewolf) look 
so different from the 
males? Will there be more 
stories about Abel? 
Questions, 
questions! 
"Burn" is still one of 
the most disturbing, 
confusing, far out series I've 
ever read. I'm not sure 
what's going on, but ! like 
it. | think. | trust that 
answers will be forth- 
coming, please? | have 
thoroughly enjoyed Hotz's 
work thus far, in this as well 
as the "Cold Blooded" 
series (see my letter to that 
book, mailed under 
separate cover), and would 


questions, 


ED LETTERS 


send all comments to 2551 N. Clark #302 Chicago Hl. 60614 


like to get more 
information on him. May |! 
suggest that you begin 
running creators’ profiles in 
future issues? | think that a 
lot of readers would be 
interested in finding out 
more about the people 
who put these comics 
together. 

"Better Off Dead" 
was a great read, very 
poignant and frightening. 
The idea of someone with 
the good intentions of the 
lead character finding 
himself in such a grave 
situation (no pun 
intended), was unnerving. 
More, please, from Dunphy 
and McDaniel! And thanks 
for utilizing the talents of 
one of my favorites, Paul 
Fricke. 

That's it for now, 
gang. Here's to the next ish 
being just as good as this 
one. 

Ron Szymczk 
Portland, OR 


Thanks, Ron, we're trying. 
And thanks, by the way, for 
the drawing you included 
with your letter. You're sick, 
son! 

Let's take your 
questions one by one, 
okay? First, the clothes, or 
lack there of, worn by the 
girl in ‘The Hunting", 
reflected the personality of 
these creatures. After all, if 
you're all powerful (or 
consider yourself ail 


powerful), whose going to 
say what you can or cannot 
wear? And the creatures are 
very primal, sexual beings. 
And yeah, okay, we wanted 
to tittilate a li'l bit. So sue 
us okay? The creatures 
aren't werewolves they're 
demons. Why do they look 
like werewolves? I dunno, 
you'll have to ask Raff and 
Andy. It's thelr story. 
Actually, those questions 
and more will be further 
answered in future issues 
of Cold Blooded, guest 
starring TA-DAH Abel. 
Watch this space for more 
news. 

"Burn" is a favorite 
around the office, Ron; 
every time one of Frank's 
scripts come in, it's a 
dogfight to see who gets to 
read it first. Usually it's 
Brian, editor extraordinaire, 
and J don't think he 
understands it, either. 
There had better be some 
answers forthcoming, 
dammit! I think Kyle knows, 
but he's not telling. And 
yes, we promise, more from 
Dunphy and McDaniel. 
Matter of fact, look for Ed's 
new miniseries, Avaion, 
coming soon from our sister 
company, Comico. And 
we'll have more from that 
I'l wunderkind McDaniel as 
well, And we agree with 
you about Paul Fricke, inker 
/ letterer beyond compare. 
If we can free him up for 
more projects, we will. 


if the night doesn't kill you. 
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